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Singapore remains Asia’s top meeting and convention city for 2014  

 

Singapore, 9 Sep 2015 – Singapore is once again Asia’s top meeting and 

convention city, according to the Union of International Associations (UIA) 

and International Congress and Convention Association’s (ICCA) 2014 global 

rankings released earlier this year. 

 

The city state also retained its spot as the UIA’s top international meeting city 

for the eighth year running, and at the top of Asia Pacific cities in ICCA’s 

rankings for the 13th consecutive year. 

 

Said Ms Neeta Lachmandas, Assistant Chief Executive (Business 

Development), Singapore Tourism Board: “The accolade is not only a 

validation of the strength of Singapore’s MICE industry, but also a reminder 

that Singapore needs to continuously up its game in light of the increased 

competition. While we are humbled that Singapore remains the Asian 

destination of choice for event owners, we will continue to enhance our 

vibrant MICE ecosystem further for a more remarkable experience for 

business visitors.” 

 

Singapore’s Recent Event Bid Wins 

Both rankings served to emphasise that event owners continue to regard 

Singapore as a top MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and Exhibitions) 

destination. Further testament to the city state’s attractiveness is the 

magnitude and prestige of events recently won. 

 

These wins include the International Council of Nurses (ICN) Conference, 

which comes to Singapore in 2019, and the International Union for Physical 

and Engineering Sciences in Medicine (IUPESM) World Congress for Medical 

Physics and Biomedical Engineering two years later in 2021.  
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Pinnacle events in their respective fields, the ICN conference and IUPESM 

World Congress are graced by industry thought leaders and top executives. 

Open interaction among attendees from different levels, areas of expertise 

and cultures helps promote knowledge-sharing, and improve the quality of 

information exchange. 

 

Said Professor Herbert F. Voigt, IUPESM’s Immediate Past President (2012-

2015), “With Singapore’s strategic location in the heart of the region, our 

commitment towards reaching out to developing countries in advancing the 

physical and engineering sciences in medicine will be greatly enhanced. Also, 

the Republic’s status as Asia’s fastest-growing bio-medical cluster makes it an 

ideal destination for the IUPESM 2021 World Congress on Medical Physics and 

Biomedical Engineering.” 

 

The 2019 ICN conference and 2021 IUPESM World Congress are each tipped 

to attract a crowd of some 3,000 overseas attendees, made up of 

professionals from the nursing industry, and biomedical engineers and 

medical physicists respectively. 

 

There is also good news for meetings and incentive travel. For instance, 

health care products firm Unicity International chose Singapore for the first 

time to host its Global Convention in 2016. It is expected to attract some 

25,000 people, making it one of the largest incentive groups ever to come to 

Singapore.  

 

Strong line-up of 2015 events  

In 2015, there are also similarly-high profile events making their debuts either 

in Asia or Singapore.  Examples are the World Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 

Forum, Sibos 2015, the European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) Asia 

Congress, and the recently concluded West Point All-Academies Asia Summit.  
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The World LPG Forum enters Singapore for the first time in September. The 

Forum is the world’s largest LPG event, attracting over 1,000 senior industry 

leaders from across the LPG supply chain usually. There, the key policy 

makers of the industry will discuss growth potential and explore new 

opportunities while forging new business relationships. 

 

Returning to local shores after 12 years is the world’s premier financial 

services event Sibos 2015, which will take place in October. Last here in 2003, 

the four-day annual business forum is tipped to attract about 7,000 delegates 

from all over the world, potentially making this the largest Sibos in the Asia 

Pacific region. 

 

Said Mr Sven Bossu, Head of Sibos: “What made us come back to Singapore 

was its city infrastructure that has luxurious conference halls and leisure 

amenities near to one another, allowing us to enhance our event. For 

instance, the Gardens by the Bay is close to our event venue, Marina Bay 

Sands, allowing us to organise a 5km fun run and walk before the start of the 

day, with a view of the Singapore skyline. This gives delegates a chance to 

better know each other in an informal setting that may potentially lead to a 

business partnership.” 

 

The ESMO Asia Congress in December marks the first time the Society is 

holding a congress outside of Europe. The Congress will see a strong 

emphasis on the current standard of care across all major tumour types, and 

the state-of-the-art science in the field. Delegates will get to interact with 

international experts from the region and wider oncology community. 

 

Earlier this year, the prestigious West Point All-Academies Asia Summit was 

also the first-ever gathering in Asia of all U.S. Service Academies graduates 

around the world, and boasted a distinguished list of panellists featuring the 

likes of Mr Fidel Ramos, the former president of the Philippines, His Excellency 
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Kirk Wagar, U.S. Ambassador to Singapore, and Gen. Vincent Brooks, the 

Commanding General of the United States Army Pacific.  

 

MICE 2020 

Aside from the strong pipeline of events in Singapore, a key initiative helping 

to drive the MICE industry forward is the MICE2020 mid-term roadmap, which 

is a part of Singapore’s approach to Quality Tourism. 

 

The brainchild of a year-long consultation and ideation with the MICE 

industry, MICE2020 is centred around three core ideas to help give Singapore 

the edge in an ever-changing global landscape – offering Singapore as a 

destination with authentic local offerings and unique, experiential events; 

turning Singapore into a connected city with the digital capabilities to allow 

business visitors to do what they need to do seamlessly; and positioning 

Singapore as Asia’s MICE resource capital that is home to skilled talent and 

knowledge. 

 

Said Ms Lachmandas, “These pillars will inject fresh impetus into the industry 

and help Singapore grow into a destination that goes beyond efficiency and 

safety, to one that delivers innovative content and enriching experiences that 

connect with the visitor. This will hopefully help keep us competitive in Asia in 

the years to come.” 

 

To access the complete ICCA and UIA rankings, head to  

http://www.iccaworld.com/npps/story.cfm?nppage=4852 and 

http://www.uia.org/sites/dev.uia.be/files/misc_pdfs/2015_Press_Release.pdf. 

– End – 

For media queries, please contact:  

 

Mr Terence Ong 

Manager 

Communications 

Singapore Tourism Board  

http://www.iccaworld.com/npps/story.cfm?nppage=4852
http://www.uia.org/sites/dev.uia.be/files/misc_pdfs/2015_Press_Release.pdf
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Tel: +65 6831 3343 

Email: terence_ong@stb.gov.sg 

 
About the Singapore Tourism Board  
 
The Singapore Tourism Board (STB) is a leading economic development 
agency in tourism, one of Singapore’s key service sectors. Known for 
partnership, innovation and excellence, STB champions tourism, making it a 
key economic driver for Singapore. We aim to differentiate and market 
Singapore as a must-visit destination offering a concentration of user-centric 
and enriching experiences through the “YourSingapore” brand. For more 
information, visit www.stb.gov.sg or www.yoursingapore.com or follow us on 
Twitter @STB_sg (https://twitter.com/stb_sg).  
 
About the Singapore Exhibition and Convention Bureau™ 
 
The Singapore Exhibition and Convention Bureau™ (SECB) has a mission to 
champion business travel and business events as key drivers of the tourism 
sector and enablers for industry growth in Singapore. It aims to establish 
Singapore as a dynamic business events destination where people, technology 
and ideas converge to create great value for customers. As the leading 
government agency for the business events sector in Singapore, the Bureau 
works with stakeholders to create, attract, and grow business events, as well 
as ensuring exceptional experiences in the delivery of these events. The 
Bureau also develops partnerships with international organisations and 
alliances. 
 
About BestCities Global Alliance 
 
The Singapore Exhibition & Convention Bureau™ (SECB) is a member of the 
BestCities Global Alliance. BestCities is the first global alliance to put in place 
its own Quality Management System ensuring a consistent level of convention 
bureau service excellence from all partner cities. BestCities partners are 
Berlin, Bogotá, Cape Town, Chicago, Copenhagen, Dubai, Edinburgh, 
Houston, Melbourne, Singapore, Tokyo and Vancouver. For more information, 
please visit www.BestCities.net. 
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